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National School Foundation Association (NSFA) to Host a Four-Day 

National Conference…VIRTUALLY. 

 

Baltimore, MD – February 23, 2021, is the start of NSFA’s 16th annual rigorous four-day virtual 

National Conference. This event will host nearly 500 attendees consisting of education 

foundation leaders, board directors, philanthropy experts, professors, and more. Registrants are 

congregating virtually from all over the country.  

Over the course of the next four days, attendees will experience a robust agenda comprised of 

experienced and well-respected keynote speakers: Gus Schmedlen, Donna Frisby-Greenwood, 

Dr. William Hite, Todd Rogers, and Dr. Mary Kelly. They will be focusing on topics such as 

leadership success, effective communication, district/foundation partnerships and the future of 

digital technology.  

Enlightening panelist workshops will be led by education foundation professionals, organized by 

the National Conference Committee. The National Conference has no shortage of networking 

opportunities for participants to connect and meet with their peers and colleagues. The agenda 

includes time for registrants to visit the exhibit hall and converse with sponsors, take part in a 

virtual yoga class, a book chat, trivia night and a hosted virtual happy hour! 

One year ago, in March of 2020, at the NSFA National Conference in Philadelphia, 

Pennsylvania, not one person would have imagined that the 2021 conference would be hosted 

virtually. Yet, the NSFA team took this challenge like a bull by the horns and has managed to 

double the number of attendees from the in-person event.  

Toba Cohen-Dunning, MSW, MPA, CEFL, NSFA President and Executive Director of the 

Omaha Public Schools Foundation, Omaha, NE, stated “We are so proud of all of the 

accomplishments that our team has been able to pull off. We are excited to kick off the first ever 
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virtual National Conference and interact with our esteemed colleagues. The eagerness of 

participation from education leaders nationally is astounding.” 

On the final day of the conference, Friday, February 26, 2021, the NSFA will distribute (virtually) 

a plethora of awards. There will be 13 recipients of the Certificate in Education Foundation 

Leadership (CEFL). The 4th annual NSFA Superintendent of the Year Award will be bestowed to 

Dr. Rodney E. Watson, Superintendent of the Spring Independent School District located in 

Houston, TX. 

 

About National School Foundation Association (NSFA) 

NSFA is the primary thought leader, convener and advocate for the education foundation 

community, providing support to preK-12 public education foundations through professional 

development, evidence-based best practices and research in order to increase community 

investment in our nation’s students. Our vision is that students in public schools across America 

have equitable access to outstanding educational opportunities through the work of our member 

education foundations. Learn more at www.SchoolFoundations.org. 
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